Movement disorders after status epilepticus and other brain injuries.
A retrospective medical record review was conducted of 173 consecutive children hospitalized for acquired brain injuries on a specialized pediatric rehabilitation service. The chart review identified children who developed movement disorders with acquired brain injuries: 8 with status epilepticus, 2 with trauma, and 1 with anoxia. Movement disorders were observed more frequently following status epilepticus (8 of 12) than following other causes of acquired brain injury (3 of 161; P = .0001). Four additional children had severe neurologic deficits following status epilepticus but did not develop movement disorders. The 11 patients who developed movement disorders had choreiform movements predominantly. Even though status epilepticus is a clinical phenomenon resulting from a variety of etiologies, the features of movement disorders in these children were strikingly similar. The pathophysiology of this complication is unknown.